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A Statement of our Volunteerism

We ask all board members as well as area
project/ program directors to work for the
project as Vvolunteers

We appreciate all of your hard work and dedication in making The Azalea
International Folk FairSo ut h Ge o r gndafficalintprnagomal caltural
celebration possible. We recognize and deeply appreciate your generous
contributions of time, effort, and even personal funds. However, your participation
should bea pure labor of love , viewedas an honor and a privilege and
undertaken as a means to proudly express and display your talents, traditions, and
heritage.

We are proud to see how the project has
economic, social, educational and cultural developmeéntly, no monetary

compensation could ever match our shared sense of

accomplishment.

Because of our hightandard progms guidelines and requirements, we are
willing to offer alimited and pre -set amount to help offset your expenses in

exhibitions, presentations, workshops, performances & booth

decorations for the twoday school field trip (Thursday &riday), the onalay

Southeast regionafestival (Saturday) & many outside invitations for our
exhibitions and performances.

However,no compensation will be given directly for your role as a
board member o r area program /project director s.

Please accept our policy of working
for the project as volunteers .



History & Mission

Founded ir2000 The Valdosta Asian Cultural Associatisow dba Azalea

International Folk Fair of Valdosta, Georgia) was created with the clear and

definite mission of serving as an invaluable educational resource to augmentitie

studies curriculum in South Georgia. The images and illustrations portrayed in school
textbooks can be limited, abstract, or remote. VWasgon a project that literally brings

the world to our doorsteps and provides a
traditions, cultures, and arts to supplement school textbooks and ld3swakping
programs that br i ngvetsity® ensichthé livés and educationakc u |l t u
opportunities of everyone here in South Georgia has been the driving force and primary
objective of the organization and all our activities.

We began irR000with a threehour program at the Valdostaowndes Pulic Library
called the Chinese Cultural Reflection that allowed students to explore the richness of the
world's oldest living civilization and the social customs of today's modern China.

In 2004 we were fortunate to form enriching friendships and wuylkartnerships with
members of Valdostads Asian communities.
worked together to create a program entitled the Asian Cultural Experience to tell a
broader story of Asian tradition.

In 2007, with an unwaveringense of purpose and a strong measure of confidence

developed as a result of eight successful years and much valuable experience, we decided
to expand the scope of our program to include Africa, Latin America, the Middle East,
Europe, Russia and the restthe global community. In keeping with our expanded

mission, we gave the 2007 event a new title: The Azalea International Folk Fair which
showcaseamazingnumber of cultures and countries from around the world represented
right here in Valdosta and Lowndes County.
very dedicated international citizens who have been generously giving their time and

energy to sharéeir traditions with us.

OnEebruary 1, 2008 both Georgia House of Representatives and Georgia State Senate
designated Azalea International Fol k Fair & D
international festival. What an honor!! Congratulatigaldosta City and Lowndes County!!

Azalea International Folk Fair promotes lively cultural exchange, provides richly diverse
entertainment, and enriches the local social studies curriculum in the largest scale in
Georgia State. Now the project continues tradition of having two days of school field

trips (on Thursday & Friday) and a eday regional festival (on Saturday), with teachers,
students and visitors coming from all over the Sou®ur website & video clips at
www.youtube.com/azaleainternationi@lls how our grassoots efforts have helped to

opoen doors for our regionb6s future soci al,
development.



http://www.youtube.com/azaleainternational

Goals & Mission

South Georgia has historically exadtas a large geographical region composed of
farmlands, woodlands, scattered rural communities, and a number of small towns.
Communities were insular, sparse and disconnected, both from each other and, most
certainly, from the rest of the world. Many ahién grew up with limited horizons and
few connections beyond their own small areas. But geographic and historic isolation
should not continue to be barriers to communities and schools wishing to explore,
appreciate, and develop real connections to tigetavorld that lies outside their
boundaries.

We passionately believe that South Georgi a
the same opportunities and access to knowledge and activities as those who live in large
metropolitan areas such as AtlarBayvannah and Orlando. Interactive programs

informing and inspiring students to think about the stories that are important to the world

are common in large cities, but rare outside of urban areas.

Developing such programs and opportunities has beconukittreg force and goal of all

the activities of the Azalea International Folk Fair. The primary goal of the Azalea
International Folk Fair is to serve as a helpful, meaningful enrichment to the local middle
school s6 social studies curricul um.

As a part oftheir coursework, students study Latin America, Europe and Russia
throughout their 8-grade yearThen, in ¥'grade, they study Asia, the Middle East and
Africa. (In the & grade, they study Georgia state history.) However, the images and
illustrations portrayed in school textbooks drequently limited, abstract and/or remote.
That 6s credteg thevAzalea International Folk Fair programs to provide concrete
expressions of worfil sich diversecultures and traditions to supplement the school
textbooks.

Surveys reveal that teachers want their students to attend the pragnaally as a field

trip. This is such a powerful indication of the outstanding quality of our project. We are
honored to learn of their desire and will work again this yedr tol f i | | the pr
mission.

With these unique and exciting international explorations, we wish to build global
perspectives for South Georgiads students.
careers in the future, but also for good citizenshipf the world as well as of this

country.

We bridge gaps of understanding in order to create a harmonious and colorful quilt of
diversity to help South Georgia as it continues to grow as a welcoming, pleasant home
with richly vibrant cultural connecti@with the rest of the world.



An Outline for
Exhibition & Presentation Guidelines

(1) Present a profile of your country

(2) Use multimedia, such as posters, pictures, display boards, video or slide shows

(3) Displayexquisiteculturalartifacts

(4) Dress in apropriatefestival dtire; a fashion show featuring traditional ethnic
costumes and famous characi&sch as king & queer ancient historyand also a
traditional wedding ceremornwill be fascinatingto the spectatols

(5) Name (or Phrase) Translation

(6) Demonstratdéolk dance

(7) Speak the language

(8) Tasteethnicfoods

(9) Remain in the exhibit roomt all times to explan your exhibition and answer
guestions.

(10) (REQUIRED) Pre- Event Workshop si Always the 4" weekend of

January !! Rehearsal for Exhibition, PresentationFashion/Wedding Show and
Dance Demo

Hands -on Workshops Guidelines

Handson, interactive activitied including playing with toys & games, creating arts &
crafts, learning folk dances, samplirmuthentic ethnic foods, and dressing up in

traditional fashiond provide a direct and lively cultural exchange

We have createthree handson workshops for students and spectators to explore the
diversee x pr essi ons of t he waoartsl ahd sulturds. Satiaonn ct i v
managers who have either advanced knowledge of or extensive experience with these
topics are invited to conduct these energetic workshops.

(1) Arts & Crafts
(2) Puzzles & Magic
(3) Games & Toys

Every area countryieeds to provide ideas/samplesyob u r C auoique, native,s
ethnic arts and crafts in order for th@lk Fair Committeeto prepare mateaals for
students to create. Every area courdlso needs to providenique ethnictoys/games
items for student® playat theGames & Toys Village we create



Let O0s.
Hear the History
See the Culture

Feel the Arts
Learn the Dances
Taste the Foods
Dress the Fashion

Speak the Languages
Puzzle Challenges
Explore the Games

Play the Toys

Make the Crafts

Translate the Name



Please plan carefully and  BE ...

Educational
Inspirational
Interactive
EXxpressive
Creative

Colorful
Entertaining
Fun, fun, FUN!!

DO NOT GIVE LECTURES!!



For Thur sday & School #ield/Tos

6 Stations for Students to Explore
Schedule: 9:00a.m. 9 2:00 p.m.

A group of 200 students will visit each station {0 Mminutes
There will be a tatl of 200 students/per group x 6

groups = 1,200 middle shool students exploring thes® activity
stationsin one trip.

Station 1: Latin American Exploration
(Director in Charge: Olinda Alexander)

Station 2: Area 11 Global BazaatManager: Mary Ann Gay)
Area 21 Lunch(Manager: Randall Strother)
Menu: (1) spring rolls,(2) skeweredarbecuehicken,(3) chicken
fried rice,(4) Oriental friedchicken (5) black pepper chicken, and
(6) cheese wontons. All items are only $1.00 each. In addition, a
combo platter featuring all 6 items plus a soft drink is available for
only $6.00.
Area 3: Arts & Crafts
Area 4. Puzzles & Magic
(Manager: Mary Ann Hand)

Station 3: Area 1: Europe, Russia and Beyond
Area 2: Games & Toys Demo
Station 4. East Asia(Director in Charge: Jae Branch)
Station 5: Southeast Asa & India (Director in Charge: Inday Bauer)

Station 6: Africa
(Co-Chairs: Dr. Shani Gray, Mahja Zeon & Wanda Cureton)

However, if there were bad weather, the arts/ craft s and
puzzles/magic activities will be move d to each exhibitroom . The
games & toys activities will be moved to East Asia exhibit rooms.

Students will still be divided into 6 groups and spend longer time
for foods and souvenirs in the station # 2.



Each Exhibition & Presentation will:

(1) GiveBRIEF & LIVELY presentabtin for a glance of the countopntinent
Highlighting the contents of all display boards

(2) Present show of
Traditional ethnic fashio& wedding ceremony

Teachers will be invited to participate in the show.
Have fun!!

(3) Demonstrate folk dance &
All teachers and students will dance!!

(4) Ethnic  Snack Sampling

(5) Free Exploration:
Observehe display andnteract with the presenters

(All of our presenters are required to accompany the display board

to provide explanations and answer any questions.)
Take pictures with fashion models
Write nameasusing the writing system of the country
Playwith unique ethnic game$toys

(Please involve all students actively participate in
this free exploring time.)

(6) Allow 3 - 5 minutes for students to leave and
arrive to the next station




Sample of Exhibition & Presentation
from East Asian

A Journey to East Asia Show (3 2 minutes)

(1) Lion Dance (3 minutes)

(2) Japanese Wedding & Tea Ceremony (5 minutes)

(3) A meaningful introduction to educational China & video show
(1 minute) + China (Olympic) Video (6 minutes & 30 seconds) +
Professional Acrobatic Show (4 minutes & 30 seconds) =
12 minutes

(4) Korean King & Q ueen Costumes and Traditional W edding

Ceremony

(7 minutes)
(5) More Professional Acrobatic Show: 5 minutes

Free Exploration (1 5 minutes)

(1) Exhibits of China, Korea, Japan & Taiwan
(2) Asian Snacks Sampling
(3) Write Names in  Languages of Chinese, Korean & Japanese
(4) Dress up for pictures 0o
Japanese Yukata
Chinese Qing Dynasty Emperor and Empress
Chinese Bride & Groom
(5) Korean Drum and Fan Dance
(6) Chinese Martial Fan Demo
(7) Experience The Wor | doBictoQrapthg s t
Dung- Ba Language Writing




Sample of E xhibition & Presentation
from Africa

(1) Walk around the Exhibit of 12 countries 05
minutes

(2) DVD Africa Continent presenting 54 countries: 5
minutes: A meaningful introduction to video -1
minute + Video: What a Beautiful Sunny Continent
- 4 minutes

(3) Presentation & A Tour Around Africa : Questions &
Awards & Greeting Languages in Africa 9 15
minutes

(4) Wedding Tradition - 5 minutes

(5) Drum and Dance W orkshop & 15 minutes:

(@) Drum for 6
(b) Danceforupto ???

(c) Putting Drums and Dance Together

Total 45 minutes

1C
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